Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Apr. 11

Governor of Virginia, Secretary of State, and
Ambassador to France. Yet, of his many ac-
complishments, Thomas Jefferson will always
be remembered for his belief in liberty and
in the ability of citizens to govern their own
country and their own lives. As we celebrate
his birthday, we are proud that the Nation
he helped establish remains free, inde-
pendent, and true to the ideals of our found-
ing. Today, the United States of America is
the world’s foremost champion of liberty,
moving forward with confidence and
strength, and an example to the world of
what free people can achieve.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim April
13, 2007, as Thomas Jefferson Day. I encour-
age all citizens to join in celebrating the
achievements of this extraordinary American,
reflecting on his words, and learning more
about his influence on our history and ideals.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:49 am., Aprﬂ 13, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 16.

Proclamation 8125—National
Volunteer Week, 2007

April 11,2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Volunteer Week, we cele-
brate the spirit of service in America and
honor those who demonstrate the great char-
acter of our country through acts of kindness,
generosity, and compassion.

Throughout the history of America, volun-
teers and civic organizations have helped ex-
tend the blessings of liberty and opportunity
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to our citizens. People across our Nation an-
swer the universal call to love their neighbor
by giving their time, talents, and energy to
comfort those in despair, support others in
need, and change lives for the better. The
optimism and determination of our country’s
volunteers reflect the true spirit and strength
of our Nation.

My Administration encourages Americans
to seize the opportunity to help someone in
need. Individuals can find ways to serve in
communities throughout our Nation by vis-
iting the USA Freedom Corps website at vol-
unteer.gov. The USA Freedom Corps works
to rally America’s armies of compassion and
bring together individuals and faith-based
and community organizations committed to
volunteer service. These efforts are helping
to build a culture of service, citizenship, and
responsibility across our country.

America’s volunteers demonstrate that the
strength of our Nation lies in the hearts and
souls of our citizens. During National Volun-
teer Week, we recognize all those who have
touched the lives of others with their kind-
ness and who have made our country a better
place by helping their fellow Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 15 through
April 21, 2007, as National Volunteer Week.
I call upon all Americans to recognize and
celebrate the important work that volunteers
do every day throughout our country. I also
encourage citizens to explore ways to help
their neighbors in need and serve a cause
greater than themselves.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:50 a.m., April 13, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 16.
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Presidential Determination on
Waiver and Certification of Statutory
Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization Office

April 11, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver and Certification of Statutory
Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization Office

Pursuant to the authority and conditions
contained in section 534(d) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2006, Public
Law 109-102, as carried forward by the Re-
vised Continuing Appropriations Resolution,
2007, Public Law 110-5, I hereby determine
and certify that it is important to the national
security interests of the United States to
waive the provisions of section 1003 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act of 1987, Public Law 100—
204.

This waiver shall be effective for a period
of 6 months from the date hereof. You are
hereby authorized and directed to transmit
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks Following a Meeting on the
No Child Left Behind Act
Reauthorization

April 12, 2007

I have just had what I consider to be not
only a fascinating meeting but an important
meeting about the No Child Left Behind Act
with leaders of the civil rights movement,
education leaders from around our country,
business leaders who are concerned about
America’s competitiveness.

There is a universal belief that the No
Child Left Behind Act needs to be reauthor-
ized, and I want to thank you all for working
with us to get this piece of legislation reau-
thorized.

I believe the No Child Left Behind Act
needs to be reauthorized because it’s work-
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ing. It’s a piece of legislation which believes
in setting high standards and using account-
ability to make sure that every single child
gets a good education. I strongly support the
notion that when we find a child falling be-
hind that there ought to be extra Federal
help so that child can catch back up early,
before it’s too late.

I strongly condemn an achievement gap
that exists in this country. It’s a gap between
Anglo students and Latino students or white
students and black students, and it’s not in
our country’s interest to allow an education
system to continue to foster that difference
in achievement. The No Child Left Behind
Act is beginning to close that gap. It’s the
impetus necessary to cause the reforms, cur-
riculum changes necessary to make sure
every child has a chance of realizing the great
hopes of our country.

Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind Act
is an important statement, an important
move; it's an important piece of legislation
necessary to keep this country not only com-
petitive but also a country of great hope. And
so I want to thank you all for joining us.

I also want to comment on today’s bomb-
ing of the Iragi Parliament. First of all, I
strongly condemn the action. It reminds us,
though, that there is an enemy willing to
bomb innocent people in a symbol of democ-
racy. In other words, this assembly is a place
where people have come to represent the 12
million people who voted. And there is a type
of person that would walk in that building
and kill innocent life, and that is the same
type of person that is willing to come and
kill innocent Americans. And it is in our in-
terest to help this young democracy be in
a position so it can sustain itself and govern
itself and defend itself against these extrem-
ists and radicals.

Our hearts go out to those who suffered
as a result of this bombing. My message to
the Iraqi Government is: We stand with you
as you take the steps necessary to not only
reconcile politically but also put a security
force in place that is able to deal with, you
know, these kinds of people.

Thank you all for coming.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.



